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Family of Providence

FroM THE MESSAGE ofF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
For THE CELEBRATION orF THE WORLD DAY of PEACE

Peace as a journey of hope: dialogue, reconciliation and ecological conversion
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5- We obtain all that we hope for
The journey of reconciliation calls for patience and trust. Peace will not be obtained unless it isk
In the first place, this means believing in the possibility of peace, believing that others neéd pe
much as we do. Here we can find inspiration in the love that God has for each of us: a Iové tha
ting, limitless, gratuitous and tireless. :

Fear is frequently a source of conflict. So it is important to overcome our human fears and @ckn(
we are needy children in the eyes of the One who loves us and awaits us, like the father of the |
The culture of fraternal encounter shatters the culture of conflict. It makes of every encounter a
and a gift of Godds generous | ove. It | ead:
courages us to live in a spirit of universal fraternity, as children of the one heavenly Father.%

For the followers of Christ, this journey is likewise sustained by the sacrament of Reconciligtion,
the Lord for the remission of sins of the baptized. This sacrament of the Church, which renéws i

and communities, bids us keep our gaze fi X
heaven, by making peace through the blooij |
violence in thought, word and deed, whet het

The grace of God our Father is bestowed as unconditional love. Having received his forgiv
Christ, we can set out to offer that peace to the men and women of our time. Day by day, the }
prompts in us ways of thinking and speaking that can make us artisans of justice and peacé.

May the God of peace bless us and come to our aid. I
May Mary, Mother of the Prince of Peace and Mother of all the people of the earth, acco}mpa
sustain us at every step of our journey of reconciliation. g

And may all men and women who come into this world experience a life of peace and develc
promise of life and love dwelling in their hearts. E
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Is there any woman
with the pain of childbirth?
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close my =eyes, squeeze t‘

and, after about ten minu on
the top of a hill.

We see a I|little |ight: we at
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asks to take something th er
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The journey is distressin i ou
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arms about half an hour }sae@dsistance during the childbirth both in the dispensa
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Sr. Gracy Sebastian Salmanpara, Meghalaya
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Salmanpara is a rural suburban village, located in the

. . a
Meghalaya, where we, the Sisters of Providence, coll%b
with the Diocesan Pastoral Centre and the Dls?rict

Government.
Due to the high infant mortality rate, especially

childbirth, the Government established some dispensari

the villages to provide
assistance and care
pregnant mothers

newborns. It h
become indispensa
above all because
ignorance, t
superstitious attitude

consecutive years has been offering awards in cash an
ambulances for our highly qualified and satisfying service.

Furthermore, this year one of our sisters received the fir:
prize fo]: competence in the field of nursing: all this constitute
state 0 .
%rrez%(te encouragement for us and for the staff who work i
Ispensary and who works well with us.

This is also a rich opportunity for evangelization according
g’uuerir?harism of our founder, Saint Luigi, who exhorted hi
au I'hers with the following words: "Jesus Christ be serve

ang onored in the person of his poor children”.
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THE HEART OF THE PRQOVINCE
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This life is a merry go round that

spins with ysever stopping
Every life knows that it

will be reborn in a flower

that still lives
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MYSTICAL ROSE
SOCIAL COOPERATIVE:
a different look

T he fourth year has just begun with three

new schools, which have been opened up
by the charism of Fr. Luigi, managed by
the Mystical Rose Cooperative.

It has been a long time since that 1st Sep-
tember 2016, the day in which we accep-
ted the invitation from the Congregation
to manage the Immaculate School kinder-
garten in Udine and the Mystical Rose
preschool of Cormons - together with the
Kindergarten and the Mystical Rose inte-
grated nursery of Belvedere from which
we started as a cooperative.

Probably we were neither completely
aware of the path ahead, the challenges
we would have to face, the experiences we
would have put into practice to build up a
new perspective of an interregional reali-
ty, nor how much this adventure would
have been surprising!

I n support of 0]
to choose those tools marked by our Foun-
der, starting our research into his several
writings and into the memories and habits

of the sisters who had worked at his side.

our
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From this point of view we realised that
what seemed to be simple traditions of the
sisters actually had a deeper and precious
cultural meaning like early childhood edu-
cational and instruction services, more
than a mere place of care.

The priority has been (and still is) the crea-
tion of a sense of belonging and a tight re-
lationship with the educating community,
which encourages mutual help between
sisters, welcomes talents and diversities of
each one of them, and supports a familiar
and simple lifestyle.

From accepting a common story and sha-
ring a clear pedagogical identity, it has
gradually become possible to reflect and
try to develop innovative educational pro-
jects. We hope they would meet the needs
of todayodés children
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For this reason we have been working on
several topics such as:

- a single way of organising documents in
order to express unity and common objec-
tives;

- the structuring of administrative and ma-
nagement tools to base responsibility on
criteria like competence, transparency and
sustainability;

- organising three educational training

and




events each year, in which pedagogical
and charismatic perspectives merge to-
gether with the enhancement of a common
planning.

This has allowed us to develop increasingly
shared and co-designed educational pro-
posals: after the first year with "Alice in the
Land of Rights", we offered children the
opportunity to discover "Books for a year"
throughout 2017-2018. The aim was going
deeper into the roots and values of our
country together with "Mrs. Constitution”
and also starting a journey "To Tokyo
2020" in September 2019.

At the end of year 2019 there were 37 active
members of the non-profit cooperative

Mystical Rose, 368 children attending kin-

dergartens, and the Spring class of Cor-
mons (in its second year of life).

Yet three years are still a short lapse of time
and we are expecting many challenges...

During the last few years, we cannot cer-
tainly say that the protection of children
and families has spread: children carry
their own experiences and memories and
that ones of their parents, which are not
always coherent, resolved or positive sto-

7z

ri eseée

Managing three schools means having a
heart, supporting the professional growth

and going along the several stages of life of
over 40 employees - from graduation to

marri age, from <chil
growth. Because of the fragility of the tar-

get we address, the selection, the staff trai-
ning, and the work as a cohesive group are
important processes which influence the
quality of training and above all the well -
being of children, the real way to measure

the sense of our work.

The foundation of our cooperative lays in
the coordination of schools, in close colla-
boration between coordinators, pedagogi-
sts and delegated advisors, for monitoring,
supervising, and defining strategic and
operational lines.

Our cooperative is that special place where
life - in all its aspects - has been welcomed
and arranged to match the needs and the
resources of each person.

These are the knots of our daily work and
decision-making moments that we entrust
Father Luigi so that He illuminates our
choices and leads us in carrying out his
Mission through the charitable Work he
began.

Elisa Golin
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capable of welcoming &
those in su

With great joy we share with the readers of
"Vivere Insieme", the experience of our pastoral
mission in the maternity ward of the Frei Galvao
hospital during this year 2019, where we have ob-
served, in various professional collaborators, a
growing desire in deepening the spiritual experien-

ce and personal encounter with God.

Month of March onwards we have been helping
the managers of various sectors to motivate their
collaborators in order to create a moment of
prayer and reflection on the Word of God at the
beginning of the working day; an ecumenical mo-
ment in which everyone can express their faith and
share the experience of God. The initiative has
been welcomed in a positive way and there is a ge-
nerous commitment by the groups to participate
in it.

We realized that the moments of
prayer and sharing have created grea-
ter unity and openness in fraternal
relationships within the staff. It's nice
to see the sensitivity of our em-
ployees, who pray for the intentions
of the hospital, the recipients and the

needs of the team members.

The Eucharistic Adoration, which ta-

kes place once a month in the hospital chapel, is
one of the numerous occasions to revive the spiri-
tual life of the community, where collaborators
and visitors have the opportunity to find a privile-
ged space of serenity to open their hearts, talking
to Jesus, present in the Eucharist, praising and

thanking God for the graces received.

Another monthly appointment is the meeting of
the group of the Family of Providence, animated
by moments of prayer, sharing and formation,
which counts on the participation of lay people
from the ecclesial community, doctors, nurses and
other hospital employees. During this year, we
have also been able to reserve two days dedicated
to formation on charism and mission inherited

from Father Luigi for this group.

It is a strong testimony for us to see that many col-
laborators long for those moments of personal en-
counter with Jesus and enjoy their free time, such
as the coffee break or lunch time, for a visit to the
Blessed Sacrament, to pray the Rosary or to make
the personal meditation. These moments become
nourishment for living an incarnate charity, which
manifests itself in a greater sensitivity, in the servi-
ce to the sick and in contact with their families,
helping us to live our Christian vocation where the
Lord calls us.




The weekly presence of a priest is a gift for the ho-
spital community, as it allows individual assistan-
ce for the sick and the administration of the sacra-
ments. This grace is also possible for the staff and
family members of patients who request it and it
proves to be an occasion of strong support and

comfort for many people in difficult situations.

The active participation of one of our sisters, who
is the coordinator of Health Pastoral Care, is fun-
damental to guarantee the accompaniment and
preparation of patients for the sacraments of Con-
fession and the Anointing of the Sick, as well as to
involve the hospital community in liturgical ani-
mation and in preparation of novenas of Christ-
mas, of the feasts of St. Luigi Scrosoppi and of
Nostra Signora Aparecida. It is also important to
underline the daily and generous presence of the
ministers of the Eucharist who pray together with
the sick and bring each one the presence of the
Eucharistic Jesus. This mission aims to be a pre-
sence of solidarity, of human and spiritual com-
fort for patients and for their families in critical
situations and suffering, respecting the individua-

lity and religious belief of each person.

Another significant moment was the pilgrimage to

the nearby Sanctuary of the Madonna Aparecida,
made by staff from the various sectors of the ho-
spital. It was an opportunity to cultivate the faith
and strengthen the bonds of brother/sisterhood,
consolidating the unity between the collaborating

members of this great body which is the hospital

community.

We recognize the importance of cultivating the
life of prayer and the formation of our collabora-
tors so that our mission is ever more human, wel-
coming and capable of bearing witness to the
Christian values in which we believe. Therefore,
we want to grow even more in strengthening this
pastoral care in our community, so that Christ,
the doctor par excellence who heals the wounds of
humanity, can be increasingly present in the lives
of all the people who attend this work of ours,
and that those who profess a different faith can
feel respected and treated with dignity in their

needs.

May Mother Mary help us grow in faith and avai-
lability in the service of the Kingdom.

Community of Holy Family

Guaratinguetd - Brasile.



