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reno” of Gorizia is a 
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escaping from their lan-
ds and that they might 
find immediate answer 
to their needs. Here, we 
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daughters of Father Luigi 
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to live and bear witness 
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Providence that the Si-
sters live day after day.

p. 20: All those people are 
icons of mercy who live 
the charity and awaken 
in us a sense of wonder 
for what they are and do. 
So is Mrs. Angela, about 
whom the Sisters of Iasi, 
Romania, speak to us. 

  
P. 2-3: The words of Pope Francis and Father Luigi help 
the contemplative dimension of our eyes and make us 
lovers of the Creator and his creation and persons re-
sponsible toward it.

P. 4-9: During the year 2016 the Provincial Chapters 
and the Assemblies of delegation have engaged all the 
Sisters by involving them in study, reflection, dialog and 
discernment. In these pages some Provinces share with 
us their experience. 

P. 10: From the pen of Gabriele Caiazza we can see a 
brief presentation of the celebration of 200 years of 
the House of the Outcasts of Udine, the cradle of the 
Congregation.

p. 11: The Sisters of Providence in Cormons since150 ye-
ars. This house and these Sisters occupy a special place 
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for every gift of providence and mercy and with the Psal-
mist we sing: “Eternal is His mercy!”

P. 12: The vocation is a gift of God who invites us to fol-
low him more closely and grants to each one the graces 
necessary to respond to that call. We praise God for the 
new seedlings planted in the garden of the Religious Fa-
mily during the year 2016.

p. 13: from the community of Salvador of Bahia, Brazil 
comes a brief report of the celebration of  15 years of the 
canonization of Father Luigi at the Providence School.

p. 14-15: The Holy Year has given the Shrine of Mystical 
Rose in Cormons the privilege to be Jubilee Church from 
January to April. The Sisters of the community share 
with us  how this particular event was lived by them, the 



air and in all forms of life. This 
is why the earth herself, burde-
ned and laid waste, is among 
the most abandoned and mal-
treated of our poor; she “groans 
in travail” (Rom 8:22). We have 
forgotten that we ourselves are 
dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); 
our very bodies are made up of 
her elements, we breathe her air 
and we receive life and refre-
shment from her waters.
I believe that Saint Francis is the 
example par excellence of care 
for the vulnerable and of an in-
tegral ecology lived out joyfully 
and authentically. He is the pa-
tron saint of all who study and 
work in the area of ecology, and 
he is also much loved by non-
Christians. He was particularly 
concerned for God’s creation 
and for the poor and outcast. 
He loved, and was deeply loved 
for his joy, his generous self-
giving, his openheartedness. He 

was a mystic and a 
pilgrim who lived 
in simplicity and in 
wonderful harmo-
ny with God, with 
others, with nature 
and with himself. 

Just as happens 
when we fall in love 
with someone, whe-
never he would gaze 
at the sun, the moon 
or the smallest of 
animals, he burst 
into song, drawing 
all other creatures 
into his praise. He 
communed with all 
creation, even pre-
aching to the flo-
wers, inviting them 
“to praise the Lord, 
just as if they were 
endowed with re-

ason”.[19] His response to the 
world around him was so much 
more than intellectual apprecia-
tion or economic calculus, for to 
him each and every creature was 
a sister united to him by bonds 
of affection. That is why he felt 
called to care for all that exists. 
If we approach nature and the 
environment without this open-
ness to awe and wonder, if we 
no longer speak the language 
of fraternity and beauty in our 
relationship with the world, our 
attitude will be that of masters, 
consumers, ruthless exploiters, 
unable to set limits on their im-
mediate needs. By contrast, if 
we feel intimately united with 
all that exists, then sobriety and 
care will well up spontaneously. 

What is more, Saint Francis, 
faithful to Scripture, invites us 
to see nature as a magnificent 
book in which God speaks to us 
and grants us a glimpse of his 
infinite beauty and goodness. 
“Through the greatness and the 
beauty of creatures one comes to 
know by analogy their maker” 
(Wis 13:5); indeed, “his eternal 
power and divinity have been 
made known through his works 
since the creation of the world” 
(Rom 1:20). 
For this reason, Francis asked 
that part of the friary garden al-
ways be left untouched, so that 
wild flowers and herbs could 
grow there, and those who saw 
them could raise their minds to 
God, the Creator of such beau-
ty.[21]Rather than a problem to 
be solved, the world is a joyful 
mystery to be contemplated with 
gladness and praise.

From the ENCYCLICAL LETTER LAUDATO SI’

OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS

ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

nn. 1-2-10-12

Laudato si’...

“Praise be to you, my Lord”. 
In the words of this beautiful 
canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi 
reminds us that our common 
home is like a sister with whom 
we share our life and a beautiful 
mother who opens her arms to 
embrace us. “Praise be to you, my 
Lord, through our Sister, Mother 
Earth, who sustains and governs 
us, and who produces various 
fruit with coloured flowers and 
herbs”.

This sister now cries out to us be-
cause of the harm we have inflic-
ted on her by our irresponsible 
use and abuse of the goods with 
which God has endowed her. We 
have come to see ourselves as her 
lords and masters, entitled to 
plunder her at will. The violence 
present in our hearts, wounded 
by sin, is also reflected in the 
symptoms of sickness evident 
in the soil, in the water, in the 
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The benefi t that we receive from God are so many and such that if we do not love God we are not worthy 

to exist. 

What has God done for us? We were all in nothing. But God thinks of us and loves us from all eternity and for 

this from all eternity he has decided to create us. 

He himself tells us through the mouth of Jeremiah: “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have 

continued my faithfulness to you.” (Jer. 31.3)

We were in nothing, and he from all eternity thinks of us and loves us.

And even as we are the wretched and unworthy in his sight, he thought of us and loved us.

He gave us a soul, gave us a body,

eyes to see, nostrils to smell and ears to hear; 

the palate to taste and touch to feel.

God created for us everything that you see in this world:

For us the sun and the stars, the fi rmament;

for us the mountains, valleys, plains;

for us the birds in the air, the fi sh in the water, all the animals on the 

earth,

for us the fl owers, fruits, and crops.

All that is found in this world was created by God for us. 

He created suitable things to delight our senses. 

To brighten our eyes he made the colours and gave various forms to 

all things; 

to give fl avour to smell he distilled sweet smells on fruits and 

plants;

recreated our hearing with the musical songs of the birds;

and to sweeten the palate he distributed various essences in deli-

cious food.

The Heavens and the earth, which are created for us, raise their 

voice and tell us:

“We love our Benefactor!”

St. Augustine raised his eyes to heaven and it seemed as though the 

sun and the stars were saying to him: 

“Augustine, love your God, for he has created us for you that you 

might love Him.” 

He looked at the mountains, hills and trees and felt as though they were saying to him:

“Augustine, love the God who has created us to serve you so that you might love Him.”

And this talking of creatures is heard by a person who while looking at a fruit or a fl ower contemplates in it the 

great love of His God. He felt that the creation taunted his ingratitude towards God. 

It is good that one feels that way… thus we too will hear whenever we doubt the reason the good God had in 

creating these creations. 

He created the things especially for us to delight all our senses; it is for us that He created the world. How un-

grateful would we be if we do not love him with all our heart, with all our soul and with all our strength!

Excerpts from a speech given by Father Luigi as a young priest, on 28 December 1828

which we feel is in perfect harmony with the words of Pope Francis

W e  m u s t  l o v e  G o d 

b e c a u s e  G o d  h a s  l o v e d  u s
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The Province of Italy, 
in preparation for the provin-
cial Chapter, has used a spe-
cial plan of action with the 
aim of personal involvement 
of all the Sisters. Three mee-
tings were held, each lasting 
for ten days in which, divided 
into groups, all the Sisters 
got the chance to participate 
and bring in their contribution 
to the chapter. In this way it 
became indeed a celebration 
which we could define it as 
a plenary meeting, involving 
everyone. 

The reflection, obviously, fo-
cused on the theme of the 
Chapter proposed by the Ge-
neral Council, helped also by 
the working tool to study the 
contents. 
In Italy today we are facing 
the reality of refugees who are 
coming in great numbers on 
our coasts, or from far away 

countries through mountains. 
To understand better their life 
and to identify ourselves with 
their problems and to be truly 
welcoming as our Father Luigi 
would have liked us to be we 
went to Istria to relive the ex-
periences of the refugees as 
lived by our Sisters who from 
1947 to 1952 were forced to 
leave the beautiful land of 
Istria and all the works which 
they had set up with much 
sacrifice and self-denial, the 

works started by Father Luigi 
and extended in a big way by 
Mother Cecilia. 

Here we bring only a few lines 
from the book “Le Suore del-
la Provvidenza in Istria” writ-
ten by Lucia Manzutto which 
recount the reasons for the 
exodus, not much different 
from what is happening to-
day to many refugees: 

“For many years, the Sisters 
faced the hardship of pover-
ty and took over a wonderful 
job in absolute discreetness. 
The fruitful life of works went 
on quietly until May 1945 
when the “Red Liberators” 
came and uprooted and de-
stroyed everything. Secret-
ly some works went on for 
some time despite the dan-
gerous and continuous traps 
laid out to Sisters.
The Sisters were subjected 

This is the title of the 27th General Chapter, which will be celebrated 
in the months of June and July 2017. 

During 2016, the entire Religious Family has already experienced the atmosphere of Chapter with the 
celebration of 5 provincial chapters and the 4 Delegation Meetings, which were important events and 

fruitful for the singular purpose.
It is not possible to report in these pages the experience of individual gatherings… 

We bring here some of the ideas that have emerged while editing. 

SISTERS AND FELLOW DISCIPLES 
AT THE SCHOOL OF JESUS

IN A HARMONious DIVERSIT Y 
to witness the joy of salvation

to the poor

Rovigno

 We are in the courtyard
 of the Old age Home
 of Rovigno
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to harassment and bullying 
of all kinds to weaken their 
resistance, so much so, in 
October 1947, the police rai-
ded the convent causing con-
fusion all over. 
They instructed the Sisters 
not to leave the school and in 
the afternoon of the same day 
they led them to the Office of 
the notorious OZNA (police). 
Who does not remember tho-
se hours? It was the mothers 
and the young girls who ru-
shed to the gate of the check 
post and cried out demanding 
the release of the Sisters un-
til a few hours later when the 
Sisters were left free to re-
turn to their home. 
After this event, for months, 
secretly, our people kept an 
eye on the convent so that 
there are no deportations du-
ring the night. In this atmo-
sphere of terror the school 
was suppressed and its buil-
ding was used as a barracks. 
There was nothing more to 
do than leave. 
The Sisters, led by the supe-
rior, left Istria and came to 
Mother House at Gorizia with 
a heavy heart”.

So we went to Istria on a “Pil-
grimage”.  
We were prepared with a quick 
overview on the “Chronicles” 
of the Sisters with movies 
on the sad history of those 
years. Then we visited what 
remained of the many works 
that were in Pirano, Parenzo, 
Umago, Rovigno and Pola. 

The welcome given by the 
people everywhere was very 
touching: There were always 
still some who recalled the 
Sisters. Especially the el-
derly people of the Old Age 
Home of Rovigno welcomed 
us singing old Italian songs. 
The house had been opened 
in 1900 by Mother Cecilia as 
per agreements previously 
made by Father Luigi himself 
who, on 27th April 1882, had 
opened in that city a kinder-
garten. This building is now 
a secondary school. The re-
ligion teacher, with the con-
sent of the principal, asked 

us to place a plaque that 
would recall San Luigi Scro-
soppi as the founder of this 
school and bear testimony for 
the uninterrupted presence of 
the Sisters of Providence the-
re from 1882 to 1947.

In Umago the Deputy Mayor, 
an Italian, was proud to show 
us around the town and all the 
things that demonstrated the 
“Italianness” that is still there 
or that has been recuperated, 
especially the Italian nursery 
school that still continues its 
service. 

In other cities we saw our 
houses in a state of abandon-
ment or completely renova-

us to place a plaque that ted…

We concluded the pilgrimage 
with the Jubilee in the San-
ctuary of the Madonna of Ter-
satto, near the River, where, 
according to tradition, the 
Holy House of Nazareth was 
for 2 and a half years before 
being transported to Loreto.

Sr. Lambertina who wrote in 
the booklet to remember her 
experience of being there, 
concludes by saying: 
“History unfortunately tends 
to repeat: we see that what 
happens in the world today 
had already happened yester-
day. After every war there is 
always a small or large mi-
gration… Today we see men 
and women who defy the sea, 
crossing the desert and tra-
vel many kilometres to reach 
a land that they hope is more 
human and less hostile…” 

And at the end exhorts: 
“Look with your heart, look 
inside his bundle
And you will discover that ba-
sically he is your brother.”

 A little tree
 painted who knows when...
 and by whom...
 on the wall 
 of the Primary School 
 of Pirano

Here we are... posed for the photo...
ex Primary School of Pirano
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Sorocaba, Brazil 
20-29 June 2016

The Providence, although not the theme 
of the 10th Chapter of the province of 
“Nostra Signora Aparecida” (Our Lady of 
Apparition), was the leading thread that 
helped us live this event in the experience 
that it is always the divine grace that mo-
ves us and sustains us. 

The Chapter was not held only in the Chap-
ter hall, but it started right from the mo-
ment of receiving the letter of convocation 
from the Mother General. The communi-
ties immediately started to get engrossed 
and began studying and responding to the 
proposed questions. During the province 
meetings we discussed together what the 
basis of the theme “Sisters and fellow di-
sciples at the school of Jesus, in the har-
monious diversity, to witness the joy of 
salvation to the poor” means for us dau-
ghters of Father Luigi. 

The celebration of the Chapter was a li-
ving expression of the cooperation and in-
volvement of each Sister. We the Sisters, 
delegated to the chapter, experienced an 
atmosphere of fraternal love and a deep 
sense of communion. We have had the 

grace of the simple and motherly presence 
of our Mother General who helped us with 
her wisdom and experience. It was a true 
Pentecost, not for the great things, but for 
the ability to understand the hand of the 
Lord in our daily life and mission.

The Eucharistic celebrations and other pra-
yer moments were very rich. We can say 
that the prayer was the driving force that 
has guided our thoughts and decisions of 
not only those pertaining to us but of the 
whole Religious Family. This has made us 
feel the strength of the communion. 

The theme of the chapter has helped us to 
make a great dive into what is ourselves, 
i.e. we took stock of the riches, gifts and 
the limitations of our life and mission. The 
challenges have disturbed us a bit, but we 
have considered them in an atmosphere 
of hope and trust among ourselves. This 
has also reminded us that we are called 
to live the surrender to God, the Provident 
Father. 

The international novitiate was a new to-
pic, and even though we look at this rea-
lity with a certain concern, we considered 
and accepted it as a true gift from God, 
knowing that this is a way to collaborate 
with our Religious Family and to help the 
young people to experience right from the 
beginning of their journey the richness of 
diversity of the congregation.

Another point that challenges us is the 
commitment to “bear witness to the poor 
the joy of salvation”: we believe that God 
calls us to and demands from us a response 
by continuing our mission of charity among 
the poorest and facing the challenges of 
opening new communities in the places of 
the poor and marginalized. 

The experience of the Chapter has filled 
our hearts with trust, gratitude, joy and 
with a desire to go to the basics to do what 

is required of us.

We pray that our belo-
ved Father, St. Luigi and 
Mary, Mother of Divine 
Providence, help us to 
live and work in seeking 
first the Kingdom of God 
and His glory, to walk 
always in his presence, 
loving and favouring the 
poor, the chosen ones of 
God.

Th
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We, the Sisters 
of the Province of San Luigi, 

have lived this event of grace from July 1 
to 9, 2016. It was a time of sisterly sha-
ring, prayer and seeking to know the will 
of God.
We wanted our hearts to be renewed to 
face the new world and we expressed this 
in the colours with which we decorated the 
altar during the meeting:
- Red: By covering almost the whole altar 
we wanted to express the vitality neces-
sary for the realization of the mission that 
awaits us in the world.
- Yellow: It represented the sun and was 
the expression of the presence and grace 
of God in our history and in the life of the 
Province.
- Light Blue: It emphasized the Providence 
of God.
- Blue: It was the sign of the presence of 
the Sisters of Providence in the world and 
it referred to the new horizons, which we 
propose to the life of the Province.
- Green: It was an invitation to hope, 
symbolizing the whole world in the escha-
tological dimension with an invitation to 

sustain the planet.
We are faced with a new world, which is in 
continuous evolution, for this the Provincial 
Chapter was for us another gift of God to 
help us all to see, accept and live this new-
ness: “New wine in new wineskins.” (Mk 2: 
22).
Father Luigi continually invites us to have a 
conversion of the heart and to undertake a 
journey of profound personal and commu-
nitarian conversion. 
Oh, how long is the road! We really need 
new hearts for a new world!

20th August to 1st September 2016

A great event: the second Provincial 
Chapter of the Sisters of Providence in 
Africa, an assembly of 20 Sisters in repre-
sentation of all eight communities and 54 
sisters currently present in Africa (Benin, 
Ivory Coast, South Africa, Togo). 
We wanted to celebrate the Chapter in 
Anonkoua-Kouté, the village on the out-
skirts of Abidjan, which at the beginning of 
2011 found itself between the two opposi-
te shootings of guerrillas and where almost 
everything had been destroyed, including 
our house, the women’s welfare Centre 
and the Health Centre. Before the Mass in 
the parish, we explained the reason for the 
choice of Anonkoua-Kouté as seat of the 

Chapter assembly: To bear witness to the 
hope that we all must have in our hearts 
always especially in moments of suffering, 
pain and death, because for those who be-
lieve, the last word is always the joy, life 
and resurrection. It is the paschal myste-
ry that is actualized in every person and in 
every time.

During the Chapter meeting we discussed 
the theme, emphasising on our concrete life 
of prayer, fraternity in diversity in the mis-
sion and in our works and in their manage-
ment. 
Everything was said in truth and love. Cer-
tainly not everything is solved, but the at-
mosphere of joy with which we lived has 
made us understand that our thoughts and 
times are not always the thoughts and time 
of God, therefore in humility and truth we 
passionately seek to do the will of God. 
There was no dearth of colours and dances, 
both in prayer, liturgy and in the beauti-
ful moments of sisterly sharing. The whole 
congregation was with us, with their prayers 
and messages. The lay Scrosoppian groups 
of our province were also actively present 
both with the preparation of good meals, 
and with phone calls and messages. 
Thanks to everyone especially to all those 
who prayed for us; we ask you to continue 
to pray, for it is now the time to zealously 
put into practice what we have decided. 
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The second chapter of the province of 
India was an extraordinary event during 
which we shared the richness of diversity 
of cultures and languages that we have in 
our beloved country.  
We wish to briefly introduce you to some 
of these cultures, those in which we are 
involved in the apostolic mission or from 
where we ourselves come.

Kerala is the southern most state of India 
and known as “the Land of coconut trees”. It 
has a rich cultural variety, which is also de-
termined by its geographical characteristics 
and by the infl uence of the three great reli-
gions: Hinduism, Christianity and Islam.
It is the state that boasts of the highest 
literacy rate, gender equality and the lo-
west rate of mother and child mortality. 
It is also at the forefront as regards the 
health, education for all, social justice, 
law and order and the influence of the 
press and other means of communication. 
The rice and coconut constitute the es-
sential part of the food of Kerala.
All the spirit of the life of this Sta-
te manifests itself during the celebra-
tions of the earth and festivities linked 
to the religions and places of worship.
It is a land that boasts of an ancient Chri-
stian tradition, dating back to the Apostle 
St. Thomas and the Christians of Kerala 
are proud of the apostolic origin of their 
faith that is expressed with a strong mis-

sionary attitude. 
The fi rst Sisters who entered in the con-
gregation belong to this culture that has 
facilitated their openness, right from the 
beginning, to the vast horizons of the 
whole of India.

The North East India is called the land 
of the seven sisters because there are 
seven different States, all different from 
each other, one more beautiful than the 
other, each with their own cultures and 
beliefs, each with its own charm and is a 
region protected by the mountains and, 
due to the limited accessibility from the 
rest of the world, has been able to main-
tain a style almost uncontaminated. The 
forests of the North-East are a treasure 
trove of biodiversity and is one of the most 
important ecological places of the world.
The people of the North-East live a very 
simple life. All the tribes live in perfect har-
mony with nature, which has a very impor-
tant role in their sur-
vival. About 60-70% 
of the population is 
predominantly tri-
bal and resembling 
many cultures Tibe-
to-Burmese, Mon-
golian and Austro-
Asian. Christianity, 
led especially by the 
Salesian missionari-
es about 130 years 
ago and Hinduism 
are the more wide-
spread religions in 
addition, of course, 
to the animism. 
This region was our 
fi rst apostolic fi eld. It was a real test for 
our capacity to inculturate the Gospel 
message and to deal with the diversity.
God has blessed our poor efforts by giving 
us many vocations from this land.

The Santal people live in the states of 
Jharkhand, West Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, 
Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya. The tradi-
tional religion of the Santal rotates around 
their intimate relationship with superna-
tural powers and with the spirit. 
For centuries they have lived in relative 
cultural isolation and have suffered eco-
nomic exploitation in the hands of loan 
sharks / money lenders. In this socio-eco-
nomic situation of misery the missionary 
activity of the Jesuits was fundamental. 
The first Maltese Jesuit missionary came 
and settled among the poor Santals and 
identified himself with them, embracing 
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their style of life and battling bravely 
against the oppressive forces for justice, 
social equality, human dignity and respect 
for the poor and the marginalized. Even 
his successors too continued the redem-
ptive work among the Santals. 
The love for the indigenous people, the spi-
rit of adaptation and the pastoral attitude 
of the Maltese Jesuits was for us a precious 
heritage and helps us to love our service.

The Odisha culture, which is of the Sta-
te of Odisha (formerly Orissa), is known 
for the respect towards people and mu-
tual tolerance towards people of other re-
ligions even though recently there were 
incidents of serious violence against Chri-
stians. The religion followed by the ma-
jor part of the population of this State is 
Hinduism. Christianity is a minority com-
munity, but it has been made strong and 
alive precisely from the trials it has endu-
red. The first version of the Bible in Odia 

(Oria) language was 
printed in 1808 and 
was distributed among 
the Hindu pilgrims in 
Puri to let them know 
about Christianity.
The state of Odisha 
is an important sec-
tor of tourism in India 
with its natural beau-
ty, beaches, temples 
and mystical mona-
steries of Buddhism, 
monuments of art, the 
many festivals and the 
beauty of its dances.
Several our Sisters 
come precisely from 

this culture even though we still do not 
have any community in this State. 

The culture of West Bengal is conside-
red one of the very rich cultures in India 
and this State also has the merit of being 
a pioneer in the cosmopolitan culture in 
the country. In the course of the years, 
the culture of West Bengal has emerged as 
a perfect mix of modernity and tradition.
A popular saying goes thus: “What the 
Bengal thinks today, the rest of India will 
think tomorrow.” This explains the rich ge-
netic heritage of the people of Bengal so 
much so it has been the homeland of gre-
at social reformers through the centuries.
The Bengalis have deep affi nity toward the 
arts, crafts and music and believe espe-
cially in socialism.
It is a people who love to celebrate festi-
vals. Fairs and festivals are an important 

part of all religions of Bengal. 
It is said that in Bengal there is a feast 
for every season, region and occasion. 
Music, literature and good cuisine are the 
characteristics of this state.
In W. Bengal you meet people belonging 
to almost all the religions practiced in In-
dia, however Hinduism and Islam are the 
predominant ones. Christians, Buddhists, 
Sikhs and Jains represent the minori-
ty communities. The Bengal, despite the 
inadequacy of the Christian presence, has 
become for us the centre of our province 
because it was chosen as the provincial he-
adquarters, seat of the novitiate and ideal 
venue for young people to study. Almost 
all of us speak their language and thus 
we identify ourselves with their culture. 

They are known as the tribe of Chota-
nagpur and live in the state of Jharkhand, 
Odisha and Chhattisgarh.
Sometimes all four tribal groups or at le-
ast two or three live in one village in pro-
ximity of one another, sharing the same 
dialect: the Sadri. Each tribe has a leader 
and a number of neighboring villages con-
stitute a confederation in which business is 
conducted by a representational Council.
The tribes are exclusively formed by far-
mers and theirs is a primary economy.
Generally they have preserved their design 
of traditional clothes, but some tribes have 
been influenced by contacts with modernity.
All these tribes are protective of their iden-
tity and normally do not marry between 
different tribes. Parents generally organi-
ze the marriage with a genuine contract 
between families.
They celebrate many traditional festivals, 
linked mostly to the divinity of the tre-
es. One of these is the Spring Festival, 
known as Sarhul and is celebrated when 
the tree of Sal is in full bloom. This also is 
a sacred tree for the Buddhists because it 
says that the Buddha was born and died 
under one of its branches.
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T he celebrations of the bicen-
tenary Jubilee of the birth of 
the “Orphanage Home” was 

inaugurated on 1st and 2nd (Friday 
and Saturday) of April 2016. The ce-
lebrations will last for a year until 
the beginning of April 2017. This 
home was renamed with a new name 
known as “Casa delle Derelitte” and 
today it is recognised as a  “Founda-
tion of  the Providence.” 

After having taken a delicious cake 
specially prepared to celebrate the 
unusual  birthday party of the of 
Primary School children, which also 
coincided on the exact date of the 
anniversary, the programme of the 
day was  particularly marked by the 
inauguration of an interesting exhi-
bition of photographs of the age/
time and a small conference that 
included the reports of two aspects 
namely; the long-lived charitable 
institution of Udine and a view of 
its actual status from a purely hi-
storical point of view.

At the request of the organizers, I 
had the honour of engaging myself 
as the first person. It was a pleasure 
and a great joy, having spent thirty 
years of life within these old walls. 
I could say that it was like my own 
house and family. But what does it 
means to an ex student to have the 

Judging by the very positive feed-
back that I received at the end of the 
report, I think I can transmit the 
enthusiasm of mine for a  project 
in which I believe  we can and must 
still believe,  and if possible more 
than before:  which was imagined 
and set by father Cajatan Salomoni 
two hundred years ago, carried on 
by father Carlo Filaferro, taken up 
and re-launched on a far wider sca-
le by father Luigi Scrosoppi (cano-
nized for this very reason) and then 
being guided until our days by the 
Sisters of Providence and many of 
their collaborators. 

Beyond any structural modifica-
tion, of any legislative setting, of 
any institutional evolution, and 
of any person engaged inside the 
“Mother House”, the mission  to 
engage oneself with the heart in 
hand for the children in difficulty 
we can never say that, is completed 
or no more. After  the orphan girls 
of eighteenth century, and later 
the marginalised children of the 
nineteenth century, and even the 
suffering children of  the twenty-
first century that are waiting to be 
rescued, protected and supported 
by those who work, by following the 
guidelines set out by St. Luigi to his 
first sisters; starting from the invi-
tation to give themselves totally to 
the most precious “pupils!”.

Gabriele Caiazza/Udine

opportunity to  witness the first 
Bicentenary of “Providence”?   

It is not easy to consider and 
speak of such an event. To-
day’s journalism would call it 
“epochal”. This old institution 
of  Udine, has gone through 
period of greatest transforma-
tion. In fact, within two years 
has given birth to  the new sta-
tute, the new board of administra-
tion and the new president of the 
Foundation have made new schola-
stic coordinator, new superior, new 
teachers and new treasurer etc.  

Many restricted news of the time 
could shake many alleged certain-
ties and it also happened to me. 
More than once  it happened that, 
in its apparent changes it seemed 
to have not recognised me as a good 
“master” of the house. But then very 
quickly, great modifications came 
about in the course of events. 
As good historian (this is my true 
job for several decades working as 
part-time in the act of “Providence” 
first as a volunteer then as an edu-
cator, and in the end, holding the 
role as the  secretary of the school) 
while preparing  the  report of the 
meeting of last April  helped me to 
“reconcile” with this present tur-
moil.

Udine - Casa della Provvidenza 
    
     200 years 

          ... and it doesn’t seem!
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T
o be present in a region 

for 150 years is not little. 

That’s what we are at Cor-

mons from 23rd January 1866.

Therefore, the congregation 

wanted to remember its anni-

versary and celebrate it in the 

extraordinary jubilee year of 

mercy and make it even more 

extraordinary. And above all,  to  

help to read the event as a hi-

story of Providence and mercy: 

we can truly sing with the psal-

mist:  “Eternal is his mercy.”

The solemn liturgy of thanksgi-

ving was celebrated on the 23rd January, at the Shrine 

of Rosa Mystica, crowded by a big number of sisters 

joined even by the neighbouring communities and the 

people of cormons. 

The archbishop, Carlo Maria Redaelli during the ce-

lebration highlighted the event with appropriate and 

forceful words: “I am sure that I don’t make mistake 

in saying, what I express in few words, that the pre-

sence of these sisters for 150 years is truly the mercy 

of God. Is it not  a witness  to the word of God; taking 

care of children, youth, and their human and Christian 

education?  Is it not mercy to make oneself close to the 

sick, caring, comforting and encouraging them? To give 

practical and effective attention to the poor, is it not 

mercy? The closeness and care given to the separated 

families, accompanying them  in their events of life, 

the compassion towards their particular circumstan-

ces, the sharing of their joy at the birth of a baby, 

rejoicing with the two youngsters who get married, 

and  at an unexpected  healing, is it not mercy?”

A beautiful conclusion. After having remembered the 

elderly and sick Sisters, the Bishop emphasised saying 

that, “We should then give thanks for all the mercy 

that the Sisters of Providence have witnessed in these 

150 years and also thank in anticipation for the wit-

nessing life that they will be giving in the coming ye-

ars”. 

The mayor, Patat, at the very introduction, briefl y re-

called  the  memory of what the Sisters of Providence  

meant to the people of Cormons saying that, “the peo-

ple of Cormons are proud of what the Sister have done 

and  have contributed to the growth of the region,” 

he reminded that the Sisters deserve appreciation and 

gratitude; “for opening the school and the kindergar-

ten, for the continuous and tireless service rendered 

to others, for caring  the sick, assisting  the poor and 

needy, especially during  the tragic years of the two 

wars, when the families turned to the sisters to have 

a piece of bread and a bowl of soup!”. He concluded 

saying: “We are extremely happy that we can still 

count on them, on their  valuable work for our region 

and towards the needy”.

Sr. Esther Leghissa, the Mother General, in her speech 

recalled how the providence wanted us accept the he-

ritage of the Congregation of the Sisters of Christian 

Doctrine, founded by Orsola of Cave in 1714  and was 

suppressed by the Napoleonic laws in 1812. From that  

congregation, the Sisters of Providence, which was ac-

companied to Cormons on the 23rd January 1866 by the 

very founder  Fr. Luigi Scrosoppi, inherited the convent 

where they would also spread the devotion to Mary, 

“Mystical Rose and Mother of Providence.” There, they 

resume the scholastic activities  of  instruction and edu-

cation of poor girls of Cormons and the nearby places. 

But among all the activities that have taken place over 

time, what  Mother wanted to emphasize is the peculiar 

role that the  house plays: since from the very begin-

ning, infact, until now it’s a home for the elderly and 

sick sisters: “The great mission of charity lived by the 

elderly and sick sisters  who continuously  offer their 

suffering and illness, and the sisters who assist them 

with a  tireless heart and full of love.” 

And again: “It is this house, for those who see it  super-

fi cially may seem closed and far from the world, but 

instead it has become the heart of our religious family. 

Here we come to ask for spiritual support and courage 

before every new mission. It is here that the young si-

sters from all around  the world come to learn how to 

be faithful to God and to the Church and to learn from 

the living testimony of every day, what it means not to 

be afraid of giving one’s life fully for the brethren”. 

As a community we have tasted the joy and thankful-

ness for these 150 years. We share the title that the 

diocesan weekly  “La voce Isontina” had given to the 

event: “A Long 150 Years of Thanksgiving”. We wish 

to daily extend our  Thanksgiving to the Lord  for the 

time that he gives us, because “Eternal is his mercy !” 

(Ps 117).

11

.



D    
uring the year 2016, the bounty of God has gifted us some young sisters who have chosen 

to start or to continue their  journey of formation.

They are the new sprouts planted in the garden of our religious family  who need a lot of 

love and care in order to grow, to mature and to bloom.  May the Holy Spirit help them to walk with 

joy and love in fulfilling the plan that God has for each one of them.

February 1st, Anniversary of the beginning of the religious family.

Today the congregation enriches by a new postulant, Sheron from Uruguay, who begins the first 

stage of formative journey along with the group of the young sisters in the Formation house of 

Sorocaba (Brazil).

March 25th, Solemnity of the Annunciation of Mary.

At Keng Tung, in Myanmar, Rosy and Angelina  begin the period of the novitiate, an intense time 

to live more united with Jesus, listening to His Word and His will.

August 7th, feast of St.Cajtan of Thiene our special protector.

Five youngsters ask to begin the postulancy to prepare themsel-

ves to become Sisters of Providence and avail themselves to fol-

low Jesus. Their names are: Benjamine, Epifhanie B., Epifhanie 

K.,  Françoise and Marie Reine.

September 8th, feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Vergin Mary 

and a day particularly marked for the congregation to remember 

the special protection received during the war. 

Thirteen young postulants request to begin  the period of novitia-

te. They are: Aimée, Antoinette Carine, Antoinette Marie, Chri-

stine, Juste, Marthe and Sonia hailing from Togo, Ivory Cost and 

Kongo; Daphilin, Gloria, Grikmera, Martha, Mukta and Tresalline 

from India.

They have been in the formation house for a period of time  and 

now, they wish to continue to commit themselves forever, fol-

lowing the spirit of Fr.Luigi, that is the spirit of humility, simplicity 

and charity. 

On the same day in Brazil at Sorocaba Sr. Maria das Dores dos 

Santos also make her first profession on  the 8th of September.
 

October 5th, Solemnity of our Founder, St.Luigi Scrosoppi.

Today the three novices Sr. Alice, Sr. Apolline and  Sr. Lea  make their first profession. 

December 11th will be a feast day at Keng Tung for Sr. Lucia and Sr. Benedetta who will make 

their first profession according to our Rule of Life.

With the religious profession, the novices express before the church their choice to belong totally 

to Jesus through the three vows,  thus commit themselves to love,   poor and obedient Jesus 

with an undivided heart, to serve Him with a spirit of sacrifice  and joyous dedication in the needy  

brethren  and to live fraternal communion, surrendering themselves to Christ the Lord, in the spirit 

of our Congregation.

From April to December we  have celebrated nine perpetual profession. Precisely:

- Sr. Juliana, Sr. Eide Paula, Sr. Antonia Vanere in Brazil (April)

- Sr. Mhabeni in India (December)

- Sr. Michelina, Sr. Maria Goretti, Sr. Immaculata, Sr. Winifred, Sr. Virginia 

   in Myanmar (December)

We recommend each of these young sisters to the prayers of everyone so that they may always 

be able to maintain  the freshness of their heart, and their love for God and for the neighbor may 

always be ardent. May their journey be blessed by the Lord, by the Virgin Mary and Fr. Luigi, our 

Holy Founder.

Flowering of vocations
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L
ast June the commu-
nities of the Brazilian 
province “Nostra Si-

gnora Aparecida” celebra-
ted the 15th anniversary of 
Father Luigi‛s canonization. 
They presented him as a 
Christian model who fully 
lived his faith and proved 
that the Gospel can be ex-
perienced in everyday life. 
In this edition of “Vivere 
Insieme” (“Living together”) 
we would introduce you the 
celebration of the 15th an-
niversary of his canonization, which 
took place in the “Providence” Scho-
ol, in Salvador de Bahia. 

The “Providence” School is actually 
a place of mission, a reality chosen 
by Saint Luigi to set his tent and 
live among the poor, without race, 
skin, religion, or any discrimination. 
He lived among the descendants of 
the African people, who experience 
their faith in a different but mea-
ningful way. 

Salvador was the fi rst Brazilian ca-
pital city. During the 15th century 
a hundred of ships arrived to its 
harbour with a multitude of Afri-
can people: slaves who had to live 
there. For this reason, our children 
can feel the cruelty of the past run-
ning through their veins. However, 
thanks to some charismatic leaders 
like Zumbi dos Palmares and many 
others, this community has saved 
its identity and gained freedom, 
while experiencing its culture and 
the joy of life. 
It is here, precisely in the heart 
of the city and in the suburbs of 
Salvador de Bahia – where   tena-
cious people live – that  the Sisters 
of Providence, daughters of Father 
Luigi, settled their mission 18 years 
ago serving God among the children, 
the poorest children. The 15th anni-

versary of Saint Luigi‛s canonization 
has been the opportunity to evoke 
his humility, his simple way of life 
devoted to God and to serve the 
poor of his time. For this reason, 
the “Providence” School organised 
a Memorial Day with many activities 
and opportunities of interaction 
and prayer. This celebration aimed 
at commemorating Saint Luigi as a 
model of concrete charity and at 
lightening everyone‛s loyalty among 
the poor and faith in God. 

The Memorial Day began with the 
Holy Mass followed by a nice bre-
akfast fraternally prepared by who 
joined the celebration. The whole 
morning was dedicated to a training 
course for the employees and the 
participants of the School on the 
topic “The leadership following the 
model of Saint Luigi Scrosoppi”. 
It was introduced by Sister Maria 
Madalena, who talked about 
authority and humility in 
authority following the cha-
rity model of Father Luigi, 
who put his heart into his 
mission among the poor. 
After lunch, many activi-
ties for the children were 
organised in the school 
gym, which involved the 
whole school community: 
students, teachers, custo-
dians, collaborators, and 

C a n o n i z a t i o n  o f  S a i n t  L u i g i  S c r o s o p p i : C a n o n i z a t i o n  o f  S a i n t  L u i g i  S c r o s o p p i : 

1 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y !1 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y !

parents. 
It was a great and joyful ce-
lebration. In the end, some 
students under the direction 
of Claudia, a theatre teacher, 
staged the miracle of Father 
Luigi‛s canonization approved 
by the Holy Church. 

It all started from a miracle 
done by Father Luigi to an 
African boy that confi rms his 
great and limitless love. He 
was truly a charitable man, 
a model of humble life among 

the poor. Afro-American children 
and young boys identify themsel-
ves in this fact because they are 
all bound to their roots. They are 
also grateful to those ones who help 
and serve them according to Saint 
Luigi‛s model of love. They consider 
him a great man of God, who ser-
ved the Holy Church and the poor 
of his time – children, young boys 
and girls, and families – without any 
distinction. 
It is worth mentioning that it has 
been possible also thanks to the Si-
sters of Providence and to lay pe-
ople who daily work and cooperate 
in this mission of Salvador de Bahia 
and all over the world. 

Thank you, Saint Luigi Scrosoppi, 
for your concrete presence!
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The Year of Mercy has been 
a special and an extraor-
dinary grace for our com-

munity. Two are the events that 
we would mention: ! e opening 
of the Holy Door in the Sanctua-
ry “Rosa Mistica” and the cele-
bration of the 150th anniversary 
of the Religious Family in Cor-
mons. 
If one wants to see these circum-
stances under the light of Provi-
dence, one should state that it al-
ways foreruns and supports us. 

On January 11 during a sober but 
intense ceremony the Archbishop 
of Gorizia, Carlo Maria Radael-
li, opened the Holy Door. It was 
not the main door, but the lateral 
one that from the ex-voto corri-
dor leads you to the presbytery. 
! is decision has been made for 
“pastoral” reasons, and thus to 
promote this sacred place and to 
simplify the entrance to our in-
fi rm sisters. 
! ere you can fi nd many posters 
showing mosaics of the cathe-
dral of Aquileia with some con-
siderations and descriptions that 
encourage the pilgrims passing 
through the Holy Door and help 
them in their way towards Jesus 
Christ.
During the homily, in order to 
be wrapped by Mercy, the Arch-

bishop suggested to meditate on 
the meaning of three diff erent 
“doors”: our personal door, the 
door of God, and the door of the 
Church. 

Our personal door is that of the 
heart: outside the door there are 
two diff erent characters that want 
to “occupy” our heart. ! e former 
is the sin that – crunched – aims 
to enter our life and suggests us 
an alternative joyful way to God. 
! e la$ er is Jesus Christ, who is 
not crunched and does not want 
to cheat us with misleading pro-
mises. Jesus stands in front of the 
door of our heart, He knocks on 
it without breaking into because 
He respects our freedom of choi-
ces. He taps on it with His word 
that should be welcomed in our 
hearts. 

! e second door is that of God: 
from its threshold He carefully 
observes the path while waiting 
for His son. And then, when He 
sees him, He feels compassion, 
He runs towards him, He rushes 
into his arms and kisses him, then 
He clothes His son with the fi nest 
dress. 

Finally, there is the Church, from 
which we were suggested to exit, 
not to escape from it but to meet 
people where they are, right there 
in their diffi  culties: an “outgoing 
Church”, as the Pope says. 

! ere have been many chances to 
“taste” this special moment, this 
Jubilee of Mercy that has invol-

Iubilee of Mercy 
ved many communities: the de-
aneries, the parishes and all reli-
gious people. 
Every day, in the morning and in 
the a& ernoon, there has been the 
opportunity to fi nd a priest of the 

deanery to approach the sacra-
ment of Reconciliation, and eve-
ry Friday morning, a& er the Holy 
Mass, there has been the chance 
to join the Eucharistic Adoration 
until 7:10 p.m., time to sing the 
Vespers. 

! e infl ow of prayers has been 
incessant, especially to the sacra-
ment of Reconciliation. ! e who-
le community has felt particular-
ly involved in prayer, hospitality, 
and in its silent availability like an 
“opened door” enabling everyo-
ne’s rush into Jesus arms. 
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� e Jubilee has been a weighty 
and special moment also for con-
secrated people, especially for 
our elderly sisters. In fact, the epi-
scopal delegate, Father Arnaldo 
Greco, has arranged the constant 
presence of three priests – one for 
each ward – for the sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 
� e sisters have appreciated such 
a rich moment, and meanwhile 
the priests have discovered a new 
and special reality. It has been 
comforting for them to hear from 
the Pope that the door of our own 
room is a Holy Door. 
When I enter my room, when I 
off er my prayer, or when I join my 
pain to that of Jesus, the door is 
a Holy Door of Mercy. � is way 
of seeing things brings light and 
strength to the consecrated life, 
especially during diffi  cult situa-
tions. 

� ey were also given the oppor-
tunity to pass through the Holy 
Door of the Sanctuary. 
On February 6 all the sisters, even 
those ones on a wheelchair, were 
welcomed in the Saint Joseph 
Chapel. Father Paolo, the priest, 
illustrated the meaning of passing 
through the Holy Door and they 
were all full of immeasurable joy 
and gratitude for the special gi�  
that God granted them. 
A� erwards they all went into the 
central nave and it was a strange 
feeling to see a “cloud” of white 
veils, a multitude of wheelchairs. 
It aroused tenderness among the 
participants. We all prayed the 
Holy Rosary. � e sisters were re-
ally joyful. 

Our community celebrated the 
Jubilee of the consecrated life on 

� e infl ow of prayers and the pa-
storal cooperation with Borgna-
no, Brazzano, Cormons, Dolegna 
del Collio and with the deanery 
made the priest ask the bishop 
to leave the Holy Door open un-
til April 15, when that one of the 
Santuary of Barbana/Grado was 
fi nally opened.  

One of the major “fruits” of the 
Jubilee has been the rediscovery 
of the sacrament of Reconcilia-

tion. In order to keep what has 
been reevaluated during this Year 
of Mercy, on Wednesdays from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. the Sanctuary 
“Rosa Mistica” will remain open 
for the personal prayer and the 
Eucharistic Adoration. 
On Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. there will be the op-
portunity of approaching the 
Confession. 

We all pray God to ripen the fru-
its of this Jubilee!

February 2 with all religious peo-
ple from the diocese. 
� ere were many priests and the 
bishop presided over the celebra-
tion. In the end he gave a candle 
with the logo of the Jubilee to 
every community. 

� is year of Mercy has been parti-
cularly involving especially than-
ks to the priest, who fi rst has pas-
sed through the Holy Door at the 
end of the daily Mass and then 
invited us to do the same. 
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W
e have already come to the second 

year of experience in welcoming 

refugees and each one welcomed 

into this structure brings with him/her the sto-

ries of deprivation of fundamental rights. 

Daily emerge stories of long journeys, inter-

spersed with more or less long stops in other 

countries, to reach Italy, in an attempt to esca-

pe the high risk to life that forces every day 

the young and the old to abandon not only the 

country of origin, but also all family ties.

Many refugees tell us of existing dangerous 

and harsh living conditions in their country, 

often mar-

ked by 

the loss 

of parents 

or siblings 

in inter-

nal battles 

waged by 

the Taliban 

and their 

desire to 

free itself 

from a dic-

tatorial sy-

stem.

After the 

r e n o v a -

tions of the 

s t r u c t u r e 

in 2015 in 

which 90 seats had been arranged, we have 

just started further renovations (which is un-

fortunately very expensive) to arrange for 150 

seats. 

The seats are always fully occupied and there-

fore the days of our operators are quite busy. 

Our work is principally to collect the materials 

and at the same time listening and identifying 

the needs of each. 

The activity consists of the most important 

aspect of integration to the new situation, which 

begins with the Italian language courses. 

Presently, two different level of courses are of-

fered to the refugees. 

Those who already have a basic understanding 

of the language, can therefore continue the stu-

dy of language better in the second level. This, 

in fact, is a key tool for life in Italy, to search for 

a job and more 

generally for 

the knowled-

ge of Italian 

culture. In this 

way new re-

sources inve-

sted to achie-

ve this goal. 

Refugees are 

g u a r a n t e e d 

legal assi-

stance, lingui-

s t ic -cu l tura l 

m e d i a t i o n , 

and medical 

support.

In 2014, a few months after the closure of the community of “The Nazarene” in Gori-

zia, the diocesan Caritas, has asked our Congregation the availability of the property 

for the reception of refugees coming by land from various countries.

The Province of Italy responded promptly to this appeal, offering a large part of the 

house freely. It was also prompted by the call of Pope Francis to the Religious to 

make available the  unused spaces with an attitude of charity towards the needy mo-

tivated by trust in the Providence of God that distinguish us as a religious family.

Caritas of Gorizia, through the Consortium of Social Cooperatives “The Mosaic,” ini-

tiated, therefore, the management of this activity which by the passage of time has 

been consolidated and developed. Here is a presentation by the members of this 

Consortium itself. 
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During this second year, the activities are more 

than the expected and the persons coming in 

search of the help offered are numerous. 

A form of collaboration was set up with a psy-

chotherapist with an experience in the immi-

gration fi eld, to support the refugees affected 

by post-traumatic stress.

A linguistic-cultural mediation service is en-

hanced with two workers who manage multi-

ple languages. Thanks to their service through 

which it is possible to communicate in Pashto, 

Urdu, Farsi, Dari, Punjabi, German, Arabic and 

English.

The asylum is also frequented by numerous 

volunteers. A painting course and a civic edu-

cation course are taught by a volunteer teacher 

in order to give the refugees the rules required 

to live in the community. This serve to be the 

basics of an effective multicultural integration.

Following the request of the majority of the 

guests, many sport activities are also organi-

zed. There was the possibility to use a suitable 

fi eld for cricket, a very popular sport in Afgha-

nistan and Pakistan. Recently our guests to-

gether with our mediators, participated in an 

international tournament of amateur football, 

winning the fi rst prize. The initiative was highly 

appreciated and this venture helped all partici-

pants to feel part of the community.

In near future, the placement of at least 7 

Guests will be completed. We have properly 

trained them who will be recruited by Fincan-

tieri Monfalcone.

It is important for us, in network with organi-

zations and local associations, to implement 

projects that provide for volunteer activities by 

guests of the Nazarene, who can be engaged 

in small works of maintenance and/or garde-

ning. Volunteering helps the guests/refuge-

es to appreciate themselves as useful to the 

community. But at the same time, it is useful 

in establishing new relationships and links and 

also helps one to get a minimum of leisure.

It is thus becoming our scope to help the di-

sadvantaged people, who otherwise would 

have diffi culty in getting integrated. 

In general, the feeling is that the guests feel 

part of a community both within the House (and 

this is also seen in the management / daily self-

management) within the host city and within 

Italy in general. This is demonstrated 

by the fact that, in raising funds for the 

earthquake victims in central Italy made 

between all members of “Il Mosaico”, 

many guests/refugees have made their 

contribution.

It is our belief that, only this way our 

guests (refugees) can overcome the 

distrust and gain the respect of Gorizia 

citizens who, at times, even for fear of 

what they do not know, fi nd it diffi cult 

to get close to a reality so distant from 

them.

A fi nal consideration. Every time I go to the Na-

zarene I cannot help but re-read what is writ-

ten under the kiosk of name holder: “Jesus of 

Nazareth have mercy on us.” I think it is the 

most effi cient synthesis of what is our misera-

ble attempt in front of the enormous needs of 

this place. 
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Three nuns were designated: Sr. Luisella Mi-
ragliuolo as the animator, Sister Lourdes dos 
Santos and Sister Mabel Cuello.

In 1986, on the feast of St. Joseph (March 
19), putting us under his protection, and entru-
sting everything to Father Luigi and Our Lady, 
we celebrated the Eucharist presided over by 
Fr. Edgardo Mendiondo and we began with a 
pilgrimage.  In fact, we belonged to the parish 
of San Domenico, 7 km away, which meant that 
we had to get to the place for the Mass wal-
king, because there was no other means. Some 
children and others accompanied us. 
The atmosphere was very rustic. The windows 
were covered with nylon and the streets were 
very narrow. The enthusiasm and the joy of all 
were obvious. Trust in the Providence of God 
and the experience of its wonderful concrete 
gestures move us without break. People, even 
those who belonging to other religions (which 
are many and varied) received us with respect 
and joy and accompanied us all the time.

Years passed, and there came also new sisters, 
but all brought improvements and innovations. 
In agreement with the State, the name of the 
endeavour was also changed. The ministry is 
now called: “Obra Social Mandubii” and on the 
coat of arms is brought the rosette which de-
picts an Indian child.

Each of the nuns who lived in Mandubi was a 
bearer of the charism that has slowly streng-
thened, making even grow in the people a fi rm 
trust in Providence and the fi rm conviction 
that what you want you can.

A story 

of Providence

that you touch 

every day

Community of Rivera 
 Uruguay

R
ivera, border city with Santana do Li-
vramento, is called the “City of Peace” 
for the harmony that exists between 

the two cities, where they speak the so-called 
“Portuñol”, ie a mixture of Spanish and Portu-
guese. Simple people, in very poor streets sur-
rounding large part of the city.

Our mission of the Sisters of Providence takes 
place at Rivera that today has about 10,000 
inhabitants. But when we arrived, there we-
ren‛t many. Our start was a continuation of 
the work begun by two Spaniards, Sr. Monser-
rat and Fr. Angelo Solano, who died on 17 Ja-
nuary. The work was known as the “Guardería 
(Asylum) Hagia Sophia”. Since its inception, in 
1972, it welcomed some children, adolescents 
and young people. It also had an Out-patients 
department “Mary Health of the Sick” where 
they were offering some services of general 
medicine and dentistry, and a chapel dedicated 
to “Mary Mother of the Church”.

For different reasons, the two founders had 
to return to Spain and Sister Luisella Miragliu-
olo, who used to go there every weekend from 
Hospital Rivera for catechesis came to know 
of the departure of missionaries. She presen-
ted to our Provincial, Mother Augusta Weber, 
the prospect that religious Family could take 
on this mission. After refl ecting and praying, it 
was decided to accept the insertion in this pla-
ce of great poverty. It was a way of responding 
to the spirit in which the the religious family 
was going.  And of course, it was also a respon-
se to the call of the Church to the religious to 
embrace the poorest. 
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the development of the place by constructing 
brick houses and thereby bringing improve-
ment in all aspects. 
The community can have Mass every day; du-
ring the week the faithful present are not 
many, but on Sundays our chapel is always 
full.

Everything is Gift and Providence of God.  The 

Lord expands His Kingdom beyond our limits 
and... from Italy to this corner of Uruguay 
the charisma of Father Luigi has arrived and 
it is already known, admired and implored by 
many. In fact, there are many non-believers 
who have changed the expression: “What a 
luck!”  to “What a coincidence!” We thank the 
divine providence, and so recognize that God 
never abandons his children, that His mercy is 
infi nite and he pours it abundantly in His Son 
Jesus on those who trust in his love.
 

As we celebrate the 30 ye-
ars of our presence in Man-
dubii, we praise the Lord 
also because it gives us the 
joy of having a young one 
of this city in the House of 
Formation in Sorocaba (Bra-
zil), at the beginning of her 
journey. We ask you to pray 
also to the entire family for 
another girl who, in recent 
months, is making closer ex-
perience with the nuns.
“The Lord has been kind to 
us”: let everything be for 
His glory and for the good 
of the Church.

People started cultivating the land and slowly 
we began to get donations as well.  Thus the 
activities began to expand. At a certain mo-
ment, there came an anonymous donation of $ 
10,000, which made us to recognize that, inspi-
red by Divine Providence, individual lay people 
and some institutions, together with us, are 
the real protagonists in this Mission.

The number of children, in time, was 
increased. Today we serve 167 children 
from 0 to 3 years among which 92 chil-
dren (between 6 and 12) and 13 high 
school teenagers are helped through 
the projects subsidized by the state. 
With the help of 42 offi cials (many of 
them are professionals), we carry out 
special activities for infants. We pro-
mote human and social values in them, 
educate them, provide food for them 
and take care of their health and Chri-
stian formation. We also pay attention 
to provide them with music training, 
sports facilities etc.  

The charism, however, requires us to 
go even further. So a nun of the com-
munity serves about 50 children in the neigh-
bourhood “The Arenera”. There, on Saturdays, 
always with the help of young people and adults, 
we animate a small oratory.

Another sister goes to a village 74 kilometres 
away, once or twice a week, to bring the mes-
sage of Jesus through prayerful readings, ca-
techesis; visiting families etc. She is accompa-
nied by a priest and laity.
During these 30 years, it has had a vertical 
growth. Many families have contributed to 
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Icons of mercy...

I
n this Holy Year of Jubilee we had many opportunities to listen and learn various topics related to the 

theme of mercy. Pope Francis does not cease to help us live with this attitude.

Surely, the Lord has made us also the gift of concrete life situations where we perceived and expe-

rienced in person what it means to be merciful.

For us it was nice to fi nd out in our lives those fi gures, true icons, that awaken within us a sense of won-

der for what they are and do, that speak concretely of mercy because they help us perceive something 

new on the divine life ... especially when we look at things with the eyes of faith, as says Father Luigi. 

How many beautiful and meaningful icons: our moms or dad, a sister or a brother, a sister of the com-

munity who knows to pour the balm of mercy with a great heart, a committed layman living Christian 

charity, etc ... that are icons, and they will remain forever in our hearts because they never cease to tell 

us about the merciful love of God!

Mrs Angela, for example, is for our community one of these people. Angela is a mother with three chil-

dren, her family is very modest. But amidst her busy activities she has a generous heart when it comes 

to make a gesture of charity to the poor ... Angela takes care of certain situations of extreme poverty, 

is touched by them. In a spirit of empathy towards the suff erers, she knows how to fi nd the solutions to 

everything and everyone. If we are ignorant and confused of the means and resources, she knows where 

to knock, where to ask, how to talk, with her faith and courage to live the dynamics of love. Angela, in 

her own words, is convinced that “the Lord has care of the man who suff ers perhaps from years and ye-

ars, he does not leave him alone and sends the caress of mercy at the right time. Feeling enveloped by 

his Providence, we receive the strength to live after the model of the good Samaritan, which is of God,  

a style characterized by abandonment, made of trust, of free gratuitous care. “These words refl ect the 

profound meaning of being a Christian.

For example, we experience something divine every time when we go with her to visit Mrs. Elena, an old 

lady, all alone, with severe breathing problems and other ailments, lost in a distant country 4km from 

Iasi called Visani; a lady in need of everything.

We experience something divine when we see Angela’s interest in Diana, a poor girl of Ciresoaia. In fact, 

Angela is for her was a second mother ...

We feel something divine when Angela tells of Elena, a lady who is undergoing a medical treatment for 

a tumor ...

We are grateful to the Lord for these beautiful icons of mercy, because they teach us to live with joy and 

a certain “pride” our charism of charity.

The Iasi community (Romania)

20


